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Murray Irrigation Limited

Celebrating 27 years

Murray Irrigation

On March 3, 2022 Murray Irrigation celebrated 27 years since privatisation. Its story has
been described as “communities taking control of their destiny”. In this 8 page lift-out
feature, FarmTalk looks back on the history of Murray Irrigation and the region’s farming
and irrigation industry in general. The past 27 years have presented many challenges, in
particular implementation of the Murray-Darling Basin Plan and reductions in water availability.
However, just like the shareholders it serves, Murray Irrigation continues adapting and
looking to the future, ‘delivering for our farmers, our communities and the environment’.
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Controlling
our destiny

Murray Irrigation: Murray Irrigation’s 2022 Board of Directors (from left) Ryan Gleeson, Phillip
Snowden, Robert Burbury, chair Steve Fawns, Noel Baxter, Lachlan Marshall and Trisha Gorman.
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The story of water delivery privatisation in the Murray region is one of communities taking control of their destiny.

T

he first official Board meeting of Murray
Irrigation Ltd took place on March 3, 1995, being
recognised as an unlisted private company with 10
elected board directors.
Two years ago marked the silver anniversary of this
historic day in irrigation history, however for various
reasons it was not celebrated on this date, and soon after
our intentions to celebrate the milestone were thwarted
as the world was turned upside down by COVID-19. I
believe, though, that it is an important achievement that
should not go unrecognised.
Today, 27 years on from the day Murray Irrigation
was born, we have a lot to understand and appreciate.
Firstly, we should acknowledge all members of the
irrigation community who took the brave step to achieve
irrigator ownership and control of the Murray Irrigation
Area and Districts.
In the 1980s, most landholdings had been extensively
developed and the introduction of new laser levelling
techniques was improving farm water use efficiency.
However, many irrigators felt that not enough of the
money being raised locally through the water price was
being re-invested in the maintenance and upgrade of
their irrigation system.
Irrigators believed there were significant opportunities
to improve water supply efficiency and began agitating
for local management, separate financial accounting
and independence from government.
After considerable discussion and negotiation, in
November 1994, Murray Irrigation Management Board
Chairman Kelvin Baxter, in a letter to irrigators, advised
them that: “The Department of Water Resources has
resolved to withdraw from the job of water retailing
and distribution, and concentrate on its core function
– management of dams and rivers, and regulation. This
means that change for irrigators is inevitable – and we
must work together to influence and reap the benefits of
this change.”
At about the same time, the Minister for Land
and Water Conservation George Souris wrote: “I
congratulate the Murray Irrigation Management Board
for the tireless representation on behalf of irrigators
and urge all Murray Irrigators to participate in this
important reform, which will see one of the ‘Jewels of
the Murray’ in the hands of the experts – the irrigators.”
And so the foundations for Murray Irrigation Ltd were
firmly in place.

The first decade was a period of consolidation for MIL
as it set about improving the operation and efficiency of
one of the world’s best gravity-fed irrigation systems,
allowing the company’s shareholder/customers - ie. our
farmers - to do what they do best, which is grow food
and fibre for domestic and international consumption.
This included implementing the Land and Water
Management Plans, a successful program in which the
company worked hand-in-hand with shareholders to
improve their on-farm efficiencies.
Then we were hit by the Millennium Drought and in
the early years of this century our shareholders had to
contend with record low water allocations.
But the challenges were not about to stop. Part of the
Federal Government’s response to the drought was the
Water Act 2007, and subsequently the modelling and
development of the Murray-Darling Basin Plan, with
its implementation starting after it was passed by the
Australian Parliament in 2012.
As we know all too well, this has led to significant
reductions in the water that is made available for delivery
by Murray Irrigation. In fact, since privatisation in
1995, our average water delivery has reduced by around
half from approximately 1,000 to 1,200 gigalitres a year
to approximately 600 GL/yr. A large portion of this is
the result of water recovery under the Basin Plan.
The challenges that have been faced since privatisation
have placed increasing emphasis on the need for Murray
Irrigation to operate at the highest possible level of
efficiency.
To this end a funding agreement between our company
and the Australian Government was signed in 2012 for
the modernisation of the water delivery system. The
Private Irrigation Infrastructure Operators Program –
or PIIOP, as it became known - was an asset renewal
project which involved upgrading ageing infrastructure
across our entire footprint, with a focus on providing
our customers with infrastructure that would last into
the future and support the increased need for efficiency,
innovation and resilience. It was the largest construction
program ever undertaken by Murray Irrigation, the
largest asset renewal project in the region since the mid1990s and was described in 2019, on completion, as “an
exemplary public and private investment in Australian
agriculture”. PIIOP rounds one and two were delivered
at a total cost of more than $300 million.
As I write this snapshot of Murray Irrigation in early
2022 we have fortunately returned to a La Nina induced

period of higher rainfall, and subsequently a season in
which our shareholders are enjoying the benefits of 110
per cent allocation.
We know, moving forward, that allocations at the
level under which we historically operated will be the
exception, rather than the norm. What this highlights,
as the Murray Irrigation Board of Directors fully
appreciates, is the absolute imperative that the Murray
Irrigation journey towards maximum efficiency in all
aspects of our operation must be pursued, supported by
an engaged and highly skilled workforce.
At present one area of focus is on our Regional
Recovery Prospectus 2021-2026, which contains a
suite of projects that will enable smarter use of existing
parcels of water to achieve both environmental and
agricultural outcomes.
Discussions have taken place with the Australian
Government, including Water Minister Keith Pitt,
Environment Minister Sussan Ley and Senator Perin
Davey, encouraging the Government to provide funding
so work can start on at least some of these projects,
which are ‘shovel ready’. We look forward to a positive
response.
We are also currently undertaking the recruitment
process for a new Chief Executive Officer who can
build the necessary momentum and drive Murray
Irrigation forward into the next phase of our growth and
development.
Vital years are ahead for our company as we work
with stakeholders and government agencies to rebuild
greater certainty in allocations and continue developing
the efficiencies which technology can provide, enabling
our shareholder/customers to get maximum benefit
from every drop of water we deliver.
As I said at the start of this article, when Murray
Irrigation came to being in 1995 it was seen as our
community taking control of its destiny. We should take
immense pride in what has been achieved in the past
27 years, and ensure that when our Golden Anniversary
is celebrated in 2045 we can reflect on a half century
in which irrigators in the NSW Murray took control of
a Government instrumentality and moulded it into the
world’s number one irrigation company.

Steve Fawns
Chair/Executive Director
Murray Irrigation Limited
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Opening: NSW Premier Alex Mair officially opened the FInley section of the Berriquin Irrigation
District at the opening of HJ Close, three miles north east of Finley on October 2, 1939.

Wakool: Turning of the first water wheel in the Wakool Irrigation
District in September 1935 on the property of J W and H R Clarke,
‘Glendale’, Wakool. Pictured on the right of the wheel is H R Clarke
with farm manager G Osbrough and his children to the left.

Irrigation … a timeline of events
1870s:

Southern Riverina landholders begin serious
lobbying for the development of irrigation in the region
after a series of droughts.

series of storages including Hume Dam, Yarrawonga
Weir and Lake Victoria, and a series of locks and weirs
along the Murray to enhance navigation.

1895-1902:

1919:

World War II begins, resulting in labour, materials for
construction projects, and some food shortages across
the nation.

1920s:

1942: Construction of the Lawson Syphons is
suspended.

Extended drought again decimates the
Riverina landscape. There is growing conflict along
river and creek systems over water as landholders
increase the intensity of their efforts to have dams and
irrigation systems built to secure more reliable water
supplies.

1901:

Federation: After considerable debate about
control of the nation’s water resources, and the use
of the Murray River’s water in particular, the new
Commonwealth of Australia Constitution Act 1900,
Section 100, protects the rights of the states to the
“reasonable use of the water of rivers for conservation
or irrigation”.

1902: Community concerns, particularly those of
landholders in the Berrigan district, lead to the Corowa
Water Conservation Conference attended by State
Premiers and the Prime Minister. It agrees to a Royal
Commission “to inquire and report on the conservation
and distribution of the Murray and its tributaries for the
purpose of irrigation, navigation and water supply.”
1906: NSW begins development of the Murrumbidgee
Irrigation Area. Construction of Burrinjuck Dam starts
the following year.
1912:

The NSW Water Act is enacted, creating the
Water Conservation and Irrigation Commission which
would oversee the development and operation of
irrigation in the state for more than 60 years.

1913-14:

The Murray and Edward Rivers ceased to
flow because of severe drought. There is photographic
evidence of a picnic on the bed of the Murray River.

1914-1919:

World War I: Australian troops are

called to arms.

1915: NSW, Victoria, South Australia and the
Commonwealth finally reach agreement on the sharing
of the Murray River’s resources and the River Murray
Waters Agreement is enacted. Plans are drawn for a

The first sod is turned in the construction of
Hume Dam.

The
Government
begins
serious
implementation of its closer settlement policy, resuming
land from larger properties and subdividing it into
smaller properties for lease or sale to settlers, and
particularly soldier settlers. However, drought and the
lack of reliable water causes some settlers, particularly
in the Wakool region, to abandon their properties.

1925: First water is released from Hume Dam.
1929:

Landholders are advised that the Wakool
Irrigation Scheme will proceed, the first large scale
irrigation scheme to make use of NSW share of the
Murray River waters.

1933: Construction of Wakool Irrigation District
channels and Steven’s Weir begins. Before a crowd of
400, NSW Premier Bertram Stevens drives in the first
pile to begin the building of the weir.
1935:

Premier Bertram Stevens turns the first sod in
the construction of the Mulwala Canal in April. The first
water is supplied to farms through the Wakool Stock
and Domestic Water Supply and Irrigation District.

Mair turns the first sod in August. Work was expected
to take four years to complete.

1940-45: Drought again bites deeply across most of
south-eastern Australia.

1942:

Experimental rice production began at Tulla

Estate, near Wakool. This followed a request from
the Commonwealth to the NSW Government and
WC&IC to increase rice production to aid wartime food
shortages and marked the beginning of rice growing in
the Wakool District. Rice production had previously
been prohibited in the Murray.

1945:

Work resumes on the Lawson Syphons and
Deniboota Irrigation Scheme with the appointment of
a resident engineer.

1946: The Tullakool Irrigation Area is established for
soldier settlement as part of the Government’s Home
Maintenance policy. The Government also creates
subdivisions in other areas for soldier settlement
including land near Blighty.

1946-48: Flooding, material and plant shortages, and

Construction of Yarrawonga Weir begins. The weir is to
create a pool capacity of 120,000ML.

industrial disputes hamper construction of the Lawson
Syphons.

1938:

1949:

Hume Dam completed to stage one, with a
capacity of 1,540,000ML, slightly increased on the
original proposal.

1939: Yarrawonga Weir is completed.
The first stage of the Berriquin Irrigation District,
which reaches Finley, is officially opened by the NSW
Premier Alex Mair.
Construction begins on the Lawson Syphons to provide
water to the Deniboota Irrigation District. Premier Alex

Work begins on construction of the Snowy
Mountains Scheme.
Construction of Mulwala Canal and Deniboota Main
Canal are complete.

1950-54: Floods continue to stop work periodically
on the Lawson Syphons and labour shortages also
hamper construction. The arrival of migrants helps to
ease labour problems. Although the NSW Government
is having trouble raising loan funds for infrastructure
projects, the Lawson Syphons and Deniboota Scheme
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are high on its priority list. Construction at the syphon
goes to three shifts, 24 hours a day.

1988:

1955: The official opening of the Lawson Syphons is

1989:

conducted by NSW Premier John Cahill in April, with
the first water available to 40 holdings in Deniboota
District.

1956: There is record flooding in the Edward and Murray

Rivers. Small pockets of land show signs of salinisation,
as floodwaters contribute to rising saline watertables.

Mid 1960s: The recurrence of drought and water
shortages raise concerns about Murray River water
sharing arrangements, as demand outstrips supply for
the first time.
1967: Volumetric water allocations are introduced
in the Area and Districts. Subdivisions are no longer
automatically entitled to additional water rights.
1974: Major flooding again affects the region. Rising

water tables and increasing salinisation are identified as
significant issues which could affect the health of the
landscape.

1978:

Construction of Stage I of the Wakool
Tullakool Sub Surface Drainage Scheme begins. The
scheme is designed to reduce the levels of highly saline
groundwater in the Wakool District which is threatening
the health of the local landscape.

1979: Dartmouth Dam is completed with a capacity of
3,906,000ML. Water entitlements are increased.

1987: lrrigators take a “no pay” stand against proposed

water price increases.

The Government establishes Irrigation Management
Advisory Boards allowing irrigators greater
involvement in the operation of the irrigation supply
system.
The Federal Government, NSW, Victoria and South
Australia sign the Murray Darling Basin Agreement to
develop integrated management for the basin’s natural
resources. Queensland and the ACT are now also
signatories to the agreement.
Hydrological modelling predicts that up to half of the
region may be affected by water tables within two
metres of the surface by 2020.

Stage 2 of the Wakool Tullakool Sub Surface
Drainage Scheme begins. Work is completed by 1992.
The findings of a detailed NSW Government
inquiry leads to the separation of the State’s regulatory
and commercial operation. lrrigators ask government to
consider privatisation.

2004:

The Federal and State Governments commit
to the National Water Initiative, giving irrigators more
security over their entitlements, but also seeking to
expand water trading and provide water allocations to
the environment.

2007: The Commonwealth Water Act 2007 is enacted,

1991:

on the premise that it would provide the legislative
framework for ensuring the Murray-Darling Basin –
Australia’s largest water resource – is managed in the
national interest.

1993:

2008: The Murray-Darling Basin Authority is
established, replacing the Murray-Darling Basin
Commission, as an independent statutory agency
providing, for the first time, one Basin-wide institution
responsible for planning the Basin’s water resources.

Landholders begin to develop regional
strategies to deal with rising water tables which threaten
productivity. These strategies evolve into the Murray
Land and Water Management Plans.
Discussion between local Irrigation
Management Boards and government produces the
framework for legislation which will allow privatisation
to proceed.
The Barmah Millewa Forest is granted the first
“environmental allocation” of water to help restore
forest and wetland health.

1995: Murray Irrigation Limited is formed on March
3. Murray Irrigation is Australia’s largest private
environmental and irrigation water supplier, providing
over 2,200 farm businesses and landholdings across the
Southern Riverina with reliable access to high-quality
irrigation water and services.
1995-2020: The MIL operating licence conditions
include implementation of the $498 million Murray
Land and Water Management Plans, with a pledge of
$116 million State and Federal funding over the next 15
years.
1995-96: Murray Darling Basin Cap on extractions
is introduced, limiting the volume of water extracted
from the Murray River system to the 1993/94 level of
development.
1996-2010: From late 1996 to mid 2010, much of
southern Australia experienced a prolonged period of
dry conditions, known as the Millennium Drought.
The drought conditions were particularly severe in
the early years of the new millennium, and again from
2006-2009.
2002: The Murray-Darling Basin Ministerial Council

establishes The Living Murray which aims to maintain
and improve the health of the River Murray System.
Widespread drought affects the region with record low
rainfall and record low water allocations for irrigation.

2012:

The Murray-Darling Basin Plan passes the

Federal Parliament with bi-partisan support, paving the
way for the plan’s implementation to begin. The aim of
the Basin Plan was to bring the Basin back to a healthier
and sustainable level, while continuing to support
farming and other industries.

2012: A funding agreement is signed between Murray
Irrigation Ltd and the Australian Government for the
modernisation of the MIL water delivery system,
known as the Private Irrigation Infrastructure Operators
Program (PIIOP).
2017-2019: The NSW Murray and broader parts
of Australia are again in the grip of drought. Coupled
with reduced water for productive use under the Basin
Plan, this led to some very low allocations for irrigators,
especially in 2018-19 with a zero allocation, and 201920 when it was only 3%.
2019:

On completion of PIIOP’s round one and two,
at a total cost of more than $300 million, the project
was described as “an exemplary public and private
investment in Australian agriculture”.

2020: Murray Irrigation Ltd has been operating as a
privatised company for 25 years.
2022:

Following a COVID-induced delay, Murray
Irrigation Ltd is finally able to celebrate its achievements
over its first 25 years (plus two).
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Supporting our
communities
Supporting the communities across its
footprint is an important part of the social
responsibility for Murray Irrigation.

Sponsorship: (Back, from left) Edwina Circuitt, Indi and Savannah
Bain, Jake Wharton, Dallas Bain and Grace Jefferies; (front) Layla
Werner, Gabriella, Phoebe and Monique Crothers and Marlie Mison
at Outback Theatre for Young People’s ‘Monsters have feelings too’
workshop in Deniliquin, sponsored by Murray Irrigation Limited.

T

he company takes pride in supporting healthy, viable and vibrant local communities
by assisting projects and initiatives which ameliorate, promote and embed safety and
wellbeing within communities across its area of operations.
This is all made possible by contributions from its shareholder/customers, the irrigators
who grow the food and fibre on which our nation and the world relies.

“This is an important program
for our company that offers
financial support for numerous
community organisations.”

An ongoing program supported by Murray Irrigation sponsorship for nearly 20 years
is Learn to Swim across the region. Since its inception it is estimated more than 20,000
children have been involved.
This year it is expected to involve 18 schools and three regional swimming clubs. In
all, about 1,200 students will take part in the program, learning valuable and potentially
life-saving skills.
Murray Irrigation also has an annual program, in which community organisations are
invited to apply for sponsorship funds to support specific projects or activities.
Successful applicants in last year’s program were:
•

Western Murray Land Improvement Group – $2,499 for a school tree planting
project in which eight local schools and groups participate with the planting of 464
native flora.

•

Outback Theatre for Young People - $2,000 for a ‘Monsters have feelings too’
workshop, in which young people from Deniliquin and surrounds navigated
discussions around their reactions to current events through the lens of art, creating
imaginative non-traditional sculptures.

•

Wakool Tennis Association - $1,750 to correct long-term surface deformation and
enhance the flood lights across the courts.

•

Finley Menshed - $3,298 to assist with kitchen upgrades, allowing for a safe and
welcoming place to have planned barbecues, a general chat and a cuppa.

•

Southern Riverina Irrigators - $1,000 to support its Women of Water events, which
draw on local expertise to give a supportive environment for women and enable them
to learn more about water and irrigation.

•

Country Education Foundation (CEF) of Edward River region - $2,500 to
help promote and enable the further education, career and personal development
opportunities for rural youth through community-based encouragement and financial
assistance.

•

Deniliquin Rescue Squad - $1,908 to purchase a Brayden PRO CPR Manikin that
will help to train more than 15 Deniliquin rescue volunteers.

STEVE FAWNS, MURRAY IRRIGATION CHAIR

Murray Irrigation
Directors 1995-2022
MURRAY IRRIGATION DIRECTORS FROM MARCH 3, 1995 TO 2022
Kelvin (Kel) Baxter

Daniel Liphuyzen

Stewart Ellis

Maxwell Goudie

William (Bill) Hetherington

Vic Landini

Peter Martin

Denis Tinkler

Alan Batley

Barry Ireland

Ian Morton

Gordon Ball

Ian Gillett

Alexandra Anthony

Michael O’Callaghan

David Hunter

Leigh Chappell

Anthony Read

Malcolm Holm

Vicki Meyer

Michael Humphris

Michael Hughes

Mark Robertson

Noel Graham

Tim McKindlay

Robyn Clubb

Roger Reynoldson

Bruce Simpson

Chris Badger

James Sides

John Bradford

Ben Barlow

Chris Brooks

Dr Sharnam Stone

Shane McNaul

Peter Mogg

Phil Snowden

Claire Filson

Waander Van Beek

Ryan Gleeson

Noel Baxter

Steven Fawns

Don Marples

Patrick Largier

Robert Burbury

Trisha Gorman

The Murray Irrigation sponsorship program will continue this year. Watch in local
media for information on when and how to apply.
“This is an important program for our company that offers financial support for
numerous community organisations,” Murray Irrigation chair Steve Fawns said.
“I encourage groups across our footprint to submit their applications when they open so
we have a range of projects to select from.
“I would also like to recognise our shareholders who, through their contributions, make
this program possible,” Mr Fawns said.
Murray Irrigation also supports Southern Growers, a not-for-profit grower group
local to the southern Murray Valley that conducts research and trials to provide today’s
irrigators with innovative ways to improve profitability, efficiency, sustainability and
performance of agriculture in irrigated farming systems.
Murray Irrigation is providing a donation of irrigation water as part of the sponsorship
program to support several projects. These include optimising irrigated grains with
GRDC, Vetch for Hay with Dairy Australia, double cropping with rice in collaboration
with NSW DPI, soil moisture network probe with Agri futures, irrigated Durum trials with
Southern Australia Durum Growers and self-funded trials in wheat irrigation timings.
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Water buybacks and their
impact on the NSW Murray

When planning was underway prior to the establishment of Murray Irrigation on March 3, 1995, no-one would
have envisaged the changes that were going to take place in water management over the next two decades.

M

oves to redirect water from productive use to the environment had started in 1993
when the Barmah-Millewa forest was granted the first ‘environmental allocation’
of water to help restore forest and wetland health.
The push for more environmental water gained momentum over the next decade,
culminating in The Living Murray in 2002, with its aim to maintain and improve the
health of the River Murray system.
Over subsequent years, with the nation in the grip of the Millennium Drought, water
became a hot political issue and we saw enactment of the Commonwealth Water Act 2007,
which was the catalyst for the $13 billion Murray-Darling Basin Plan.
The following year, then Water Minister Penny Wong announced the first round of
water buybacks, at the time saying: “The Commonwealth Government is putting $50
million on the table to purchase water in the Murray-Darling Basin to use for the benefit
of the river, so this is a down payment on the future of the River Murray.”
An alternative proposal for an across-the-board reduction in water entitlements was
strongly opposed by local irrigators and their advocacy organisations, who argued they
had a property right in regards to their water entitlements and the allocation process, so
any water recovered from farmers must be purchased from willing sellers.
This battle was successfully won, however the definition of a ‘willing seller’ became
clouded as the buyback process progressed. Many irrigators across the NSW Murray
region were under immense financial stress, having endured one of the most difficult
decades on record through the enduring drought.
Many saw the opportunity to sell their water through the buyback process as their
chance to reduce debt. Anecdotal evidence suggests some were pressured by banks to
take this course of action. And why wouldn’t they, with water being purchased by the
Federal Government for significantly more than its trading price on entitlement markets.
Others believed they could sell their entitlements and purchase temporary water as
it was required, although this strategy has proven problematic in some instances with
temporary water prices soaring to record highs during dry years.
The impact of water buybacks was felt hardest in the western parts of the Murray
Irrigation footprint, though no area was immune.
And while the buybacks had a positive impact on some individual farm businesses,
whether they were willing or distressed sellers who could retire debt or improve their cash
position, the same could not be said for the communities and businesses which had built
economies that relied on a prosperous and productive irrigation sector.
The impact was also significant for Murray Irrigation, with its business model built on
delivering volumes of water.
In the case of communities and businesses, there were job losses, closures and, as a
natural consequence, big declines in population.
For example in the Wakool region, data prepared by the Murray-Darling Basin Authority
shows that “total surface water entitlements available in Wakool prior to Basin Plan water
recovery was 258GL” and that “91GL was recovered through purchase”. Overall, there
had been a net reduction in available water of 88GL, or 34.5 per cent.
The same MDBA evaluation shows a population decrease at Wakool of 45.6 per cent,
from 1,569 to 854 persons between 2001 and 2016, and a total area workforce reduction
in the same period of 53.7 per cent. Analysis showed there were population declines from
2001-2016 in Berrigan/Finley of 20.4 per cent and in Deniliquin of 12. 2 per cent.
The MDBA points out the Basin Plan and water recovery was ‘just one of a number of
factors’ for workforce and population declines. While this may be correct, those involved
in agricultural production across these communities are committed to their view that they
have certainly been the most significant … by a long way.
The Federal Government introduced so-called structural adjustment packages, such
as the Murray-Darling Regional Economic Diversification Program, which provided
funding for projects designed to create employment opportunities and replace some of the

jobs lost through water recovery and Basin Plan impacts. However, in reality they were
grossly inadequate.
From Murray Irrigation’s perspective, water buybacks led to less water to deliver
with a subsequent impact on its financial model. Since privatisation the average annual
water delivery has decreased from approximately 1,000 to 1,200 gigalitres a year to
approximately 600 GL/yr. A large portion of this is the result of water recovery under the
Basin Plan.
As such there has also been a big reduction in yield, with a recent Murray Irrigation
submission highlighting that: “Over the past 20 years the yield of General Security
entitlements in the Southern Basin has fallen from an average 74% to an average now of
under 50%.”
So what does this mean for the future? At Murray Irrigation, it means operating an
efficient business to deliver water through an efficient system. As a region, it means
managing water in a more competitive space.
It also means working with the NSW Government, in particular its Department of
Primary Industries and Environment, so those in charge of water allocations appreciate the
effect of their decisions on Murray Irrigation, as well as the planning by its shareholders
and, ultimately, the economy of the regional community. While Murray Irrigation has no
say in allocation announcements, the company, its shareholders and the community at
large have to wear the consequences when they are low or conservative.
The future should also mean accepting that the environment has enough water and
if it is managed efficiently the desired outcomes can be achieved. Murray Irrigation, its
shareholders and the community have done a lot of ‘heavy lifting’ throughout the water
recovery process.
Going forward, we need a Basin Plan that has the flexibility to work collaboratively
with Murray Irrigation, and others throughout the Basin, to deliver water saving projects
that efficiently use our precious resource to not only protect the environment, but also our
farmers, the food and fibre they grow, and the regional communities they support.
Never again do we want to see water buybacks across the Murray Irrigation footprint,
or have to encounter further adverse effects like we have had to endure from buybacks
of the past.
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Delivering for our farmers, our
communities and the environment
murrayirrigation.com.au

