Murray Irrigation
Automated Irrigation System
Murray Irrigation’s Private Irrigation Infrastructure Operators Program (PIIOP) spans
the company’s entire footprint and involves the upgrade of more than 3,400 structures
comprising 2,100 outlets and 1,300 regulators. The project received $169.2 million from the
Australian Government as part of its funding commitment to the PIIOP Round 2 initiative.
These once-in-a-generation modernisation works were started in 2013 and will be
commissioned by Murray Irrigation in the coming weeks.
This 10-page feature celebrates the practical completion of the PIIOP Round 2 project and
highlights the benefits to flow from such an achievement.

CREATING HI-TECH OPPORTUNITIES
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OUTLET
PROGRAM
What is an outlet?
Outlets deliver and meter water from Murray
Irrigation’s system onto local properties. They
connect farmers to the company’s irrigation
system. More than 2,100 outlets will have been
upgraded upon completion of PIIOP Round 2.
While engineers and contractors
will mark the installation of PIIOP
Round 2’s 2,000th outlet with lowkey paperwork in December, it
will actually set a final countdown
to the completion of this phase of
Murray Irrigation’s $206.3 million
modernisation journey.
The outlet installation program
has seen traditional manuallyoperated
Dethridge
wheels
upgraded
to
state-of-the-art
Rubicon Water technology.
According to Murray Irrigation
CEO Michael Renehan, the new
outlets improve on-farm efficiency.

“We’ve already received feedback from customers that this new
technology increases on-farm productivity and profitability,” he
said.
“PIIOP Round 2 has completely
overhauled the way local farmers
can access water.
“With modernisation, our customers are able to access a network that provides a faster and
more efficient water delivery service.
“This will really set up our next
generation of farmers.”

With the regulator program now
complete,
Murray
Irrigation’s
highest priority has shifted to
commissioning the outlet installation program.
The Murray Irrigation Water
Delivery team is working closely
with farmers as their outlets are
being brought on-line.
“This is one of the largest single
private investments in irrigated
agriculture anywhere in Australia
in the last 60 years, and PIIOP will
be the turnkey solution for this
region for the next 50,” Mr
Renehan said.
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The PIIOP story
Murray
Irrigation’s
PIIOP Round 2 project has
been without doubt, one of
the greatest investments
made in the development
and implementation of agricultural technology to date
in this region.
Participation in the program will provide the company’s customers with an
irrigation supply network
that will support a range of
on-farm technologies being
introduced by early adopter
farmers and which will become mainstream.
Underpinned by a massive $169.2 million in Australian Government funding,
and backed up with $33.7
million from Murray Irrigation, the $206.3 million project has taken since 2013 to
be completed.
Through
sub-system
retirements
and
reconfigurations,
over
180km of channels were
decommissioned,
many
farmers took advantage of
the opportunity to sell water
to the government — a business
decision
farmers
made.
In exchange for this funding, the company transferred about four percent of
its conveyance licence to the
government for use in the
environment, as well as
around three per cent general security entitlements.
More than 400 contractors
and part time workers bene-

fited from the scope of
works and scores of opportunities opened up for businesses to expand, and
careers to be either kickstarted or established. The
construction has seen the
introduction of drones, computer modelling, and telemetry never before seen in
this region. What has
happened here will likely
eclipse any infrastructure
investment well into the future.
Handing over the project
from Executive General
Manager Major Engineering
Projects, Warren Jose, to
Murray Irrigation’s Executive General Manager Water
Delivery, Scott Barlow, to
implement the new infrastructure is akin to taking
over the controls of a packed
A380 airliner on final approach to land at an unfamiliar airport, according to
Murray Irrigation CEO, Michael Renehan.
‘‘The last three months in
particular has seen an unwavering, undistracted focus on delivering this project,’’ he said.
‘‘In the coming months it’s
inevitable that there will be
minor problems that arise
from introducing a new system. It’s rare if not impossible for a project of this
magnitude to be commissioned without incident
but everyone is determined
to keep such occurrences to
a minimum.’’

Category
Funding
Funding Deed signed
General Security WE’s transferred

Australian Government funding
Interest on funding

PIIOP Round 2
Sept 2012
34,810ML

$169.2M
$3.4M

Comments

3.2 per cent of the approximately 1,090,386ML* General
Security WE’s held on Murray Irrigation’s licence
*as at 2012
Interest on government funding held in Murray Irrigation
accounts

Murray Irrigation funds
$33.7M
Funding Total
$206.3M
Budget approved to date
$206.3M
Budget approved by the Board of Directors in 2014
Sub-System Retirements & Transfer of General Security Water Entitlements
Australian Government funds
$57.6M
Includes acquisition of General Security Water
Entitlements
Murray Irrigation funds
$4.3M
Murray Irrigation’s contribution for delivery entitlements
General Security WE’s transferred
34,810ML
Landholdings retired from area of
30
operations
Channel decommissioned
42km
Infrastructure Upgrade Projects & Transfer from conveyance licence
Upgrade regulator fleet
$39.0M
$27M new Rubicon gates / $12M CRC upgrades
New outlet meters
$62.7M
2,100 new outlets
Project management, design and
$23.4M
contingency
Upgrade SCADA & telemetry
$4.7M
19 radio towers communications upgrades
network
Reconfigurations
$10.5M
Blighty channel system upgrade
$4.1M
and PIIOP Round 2 planning
Transferred from conveyance
11,990ML
4.0 percent of the 300,000ML* on Murray Irrigation’s
licence
licence
*as at 2012

Employment
opportunities
PIIOP Round 2’s $206.3 million modernisation works have
created more than 400 short
term and rolling contract employment opportunities over the
last four years.
These positions ranged from
engineers and project management staff to civil contractors,
truck
drivers
and
commissioning technicians.
Murray Irrigation CEO Michael Renehan said the project
created jobs across the entire
region.
“PIIOP Round 2 officially
started in 2013,” Mr Renehan
said.
“Since that time, we’ve appointed specialist project management and engineering staff
and awarded contract tenders to
ensure the project is delivered
on time and under budget.
“When you count suppliers
and contractors, hundreds of
people have contributed to the
project over the last four years,”
he said.
And as the PIIOP Round 2
project nears completion, those
numbers will continue to decrease.
“The employment force was
funded largely from the Australian Government’s contribution
of $169.2 million,” Mr Renehan
said.
“Some specialist staff with
expertise in the new technology
will move into Murray Irrigation, and we’ll have sufficient,
experienced boots on the
ground to ensure a smooth transition from a manual to
automated network.”

ERTECH HAS BUILT A REPUTATION FOR BEING A RESOURCEFUL,
RESPONSIVE CIVIL CONTRACTOR PROVIDING CLIENTS WITH
PRACTICAL SOLUTIONS AND CERTAINTY OF DELIVERY.

ENGINEERING

CONFIDENCE

EARLS
REGULATOR

7ITH¬SIGNIlCANT¬IN HOUSE¬CAPABILITY ¬A¬LARGE¬INVENTORY¬OF¬OWNED¬PLANT¬AND¬
EQUIPMENT¬AND¬A¬STRONG¬MANAGEMENT¬TEAM ¬%RTECH¬HAS¬THE¬RESOURCES¬AND¬
EXPERTISE¬TO¬OPTIMISE¬COST ¬QUALITY¬AND¬SCHEDULE¬TO¬DELIVER¬THE¬BEST¬POSSIBLE¬
OUTCOME¬FOR¬CLIENTS
"Y¬DELIVERING¬VALUE¬FROM¬DESIGN¬THROUGH¬TO¬PROJECT¬COMPLETION¬WE¬DEVELOP¬
MEANINGFUL¬RELATIONSHIPS¬WITH¬OUR¬CLIENTS¬AND¬PROJECT¬STAKEHOLDERS¬RESULTING¬IN¬
LONG¬TERM¬PARTNERSHIPS

BILLABONG
OFFTAKE

METER
REPLACEMENT

%RTECH¬IS¬PROUD¬TO¬SUPPORT¬THE¬LOCAL¬COMMUNITY¬AND¬TO¬BE¬PARTNERED¬WITH¬-URRAY¬
)RRIGATION¬,IMITED¬ON¬THE¬0RIVATE¬)RRIGATION¬)NFRASTRUCTURE¬/PERATORS¬0ROGRAM¬0))/0 ¬
PROJECT¬#ONGRATULATIONS¬TO¬-),¬ON¬THE¬CONTINUING¬MODERNISATION¬OF¬THE¬IRRIGATION¬
INFRASTRUCTURE¬WHICH¬IS¬PROVIDING¬IMPROVED¬WATER¬EFlCIENCY¬IN¬THE¬REGION

BERRIGAN
OFFTAKE

WWW.ERTECH.COM.AU
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REGULATOR PROGRAM
What is a regulator?
A regulator is a structure that controls water within Murray
Irrigation’s channel system. Regulators control channel flows
and maintain water levels in channel pools to ensure water can
be supplied at the correct level. More than 1,300 regulators
were upgraded as part of PIIOP Round 2.
The completion of Murray Irrigation’s regulator upgrade
program in September was a significant step towards
automation for the company.
The works were part of the PIIOP Round 2 project and
involved the upgrade of manually-operated irrigation
infrastructure to remote control technology.
More than 1,300 regulators were upgraded as part of the
program, which began in 2013. This includes 584 fully-

137 Davidson Street
Deniliquin NSW 2710

automated Rubicon regulators and 734 existing AWMA
regulators.
Murray Irrigation Executive General Manager Major
Engineering Projects, Warren Jose, said the upgrades
control channel flows and maintain water levels in channel
pools to ensure water can be supplied to customers at the
correct level.

M. 0427 812502
pkhines@bigpond.net.au

INNOVATIVE CUSTOM ENGINEERING
4D Engineering Technology would like to congratulate Murray Irrigation and the PIIOP 2
team on the successful completion of the PIIOP 2 irrigation automation project.
Local company 4D Engineering Technology is proud to be associated with Murray
Irrigation in the design and supply of world leading automated irrigation technology.
4D Engineering Technology Services
• 3 & 4 axis CNC Mill • 6 axis CNC Lathe • Reverse Engineering with FARO digitising
arm • Engineering Design using Solidworks 3D software • Autodesk Civil 3D software.
For all your Innovative Custom Engineering Design and Manufacturing projects contact
Peter Hines (B. App. Sci.) RMIT.

“The program involved upgrading manually-operated
regulating gates with automated gates,” Mr Jose said.
“The completion of the regulator program is a huge
milestone for the region and has given the company a
greater level of control across the system.”
The regulator works complement the company’s outlet
program, which is now transitioning to automation.
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A day in
the life
of PIIOP

On-farm flow rates
massively increase
Blighty farmer Rob Browne (pictured)
has been impressed with the flow rates
gained since his new outlet was installed
earlier this year as part of the PIIOP Round
2 project.
The cropping farmer says the significant
increase in flow has provided flexibility in
the way he irrigates.
“The old Dethridge wheel used to put
through about seven megalitres per day but
since a new SlipMeter™ has been installed
my flow rates have drastically increased to

around 24 megalitres per day out of the
channel,” he said.
Mr Browne mainly attributes the flow
increase to the new outlet but also said he
completed some minor on-farm works including altering the main supply channel.
“We lowered the main channel about
10cm and flattened out the two top rice bays.
‘‘I have 64 hectares of rice on this holding
and was able to sow rice within eight days.
This is a great improvement from the old
wheel which usually took about 12 days,
filling two blocks individually,” he said.

The ability provided by increased flows to
sow rice within a 10 day window also helps
with chemical management.
“Chemical needs to be on rice as soon as
possible so the faster the crop is sown, and
the bays are full the better.
“We have had the block for two years and
since the works were completed here we
have been able to better manage our water,”
Mr Browne said.
“Our chemical application is more manageable, we have reduced water use with
faster flows over crops in border check and
reduced excess soil saturations,” he said.

As PIIOP Round 2 nears completion,
it’s worth reflecting on what happens
when more than 2,100 outlets and 1,300
regulators are upgraded.
A typical outlet upgrade takes a
construction crew of two between one to
four days depending on the complexity
of the task.
Demolishing the existing structure
could take between a half and a full day
but when using an existing concrete
structure — a retro fitted FlumeGate™
will generally take only a day to complete.
However, building a new concrete
housing could take up to two full days
and the installation of gates which
includes handrails, grating and other
special features as required takes, on
average, a day.
A typical regulator upgrade on the
other hand is — as the name suggests —
a much bigger job, taking between five
and six days for a retrofit and up to eight
days for a completely new structure.
Utilising the skills of a crew of
anywhere from two to as many as eight,
existing structures generally take between one and two days to demolish and
up to six days to complete if using the
existing concrete structure.
Depending on the foundation works,
building new concrete housings can take
up to six days and even longer if the
concrete curing rate becomes a factor.
Installing new gates — in sizes from
0.6 metres to 2.2m (high) takes between
one and two days depending on number
of gates, including handrails, grating and
other site features.

ADVERTISEMENT
Your local Caltex distributor since 1974

SUSSAN LEY MP
Federal Member for Farrer

The Coalition Government’s Private
Irrigation Infrastructure Operators
Program is investing in modern,
efficient on-farm water infrastructure
to help secure a healthy and balanced
Murray Darling Basin.

Murray Irrigation $284m
Murrumbidgee Irrigation $347m
Colleambally Irrigation $52m
Goodnight Irrigation $1m

Proudly Australian Owned

Purtills Petroleum is proud to have
partnered with Murray Irrigation Limited
over the last 20 years and is looking
forward to the next 20 years
working together.
Congratulations on the completion
of your PIIOP 2 project.

Hay Private Irrigation $10m

www.purtills.com.au
517 Kiewa Street, Albury NSW 2640
farrer@aph.gov.au

sussanley.com

1300 303 203
sussanleymp

Authorised by Sussan Ley MP, 517 Kiewa Street, Albury NSW 2640.

Head Ofﬁce:
89 McCrabb Road, Deniliquin

Phone 1300 819 000

Reliability when you need it most
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Rubicon FlumeGate
PIIOP Round 2 has created foundation
irrigation infrastructure built to accommodate a rapidly expanding suite of on-farm
technology that’s modernising the irrigation industry.
Key to the project has been the state-of-art
infrastructure that has been installed
throughout the company’s 724,000-hectare
footprint — the most common of which is
the Rubicon FlumeGate™.
The FlumeGate is a combined flow

measurement and control gate that
regulates flow in channels and at farm
outlets. Flow measurement, actuation, solar
power and radio telecommunications are
integrated into the devices.

The FlumeGate automatically controls the
flow of water by varying the gate position
based on operational instructions it receives
from the Murray Irrigation control room,
which for farm meters is the approved water
order flow rate. Flow is calculated from the
The overall system captures and gate’s measurements of upstream water
schedules customer water orders and level, downstream water level and gate
enables Murray Irrigation staff to remotely position.
For
full
details,
visit:
operate the network (see below).
www.rubiconwater.com/catalogue/
But how does it actually work?
flumegate.

Have
YouTubed?
Did you know Murray Irrigation has a
YouTube channel?
Over the past 12 months Murray
Irrigation has released a number of
videos focusing on its customers and the
projects being rolled out across the
network.
Drone technology has captured
unique footage of the footprint and
showcased how the system works. The
videos have also focused on major
projects and the enormous impact agriculture has on the wider community.
The most recent video features time
lapse footage from PIIOP Round 3
upgrades on the Berrigan Canal system.
This video portrays the vast scale of
works being carried out along Murray
Irrigation’s main canals. To watch any of
the videos, go to YouTube and search
Murray Irrigation.

PIPING YOUR
FUTURE

Congratulations to
Murray Irrigation on
achieving the successful
completion of PIIOP2.

We pride ourselves on quality and customer service,
and because we are local we have established an
outstanding reputation within the industry.

Curo Project Management Services;
for all your project needs big
and small, from planning right
through to commissioning.
We are proud to be associated
with the ongoing PIIOP project.

28 Wyndham St,
Shepparton, VIC 3630
www.curoprojectmanagement.com.au

• Our products range in size from 300mm to 2100mm
• Both rubber and butt joint pipe
• All concrete pipes are manufactured to Australian
Standard 4058
• NATA Quality Accreditation to ISO 9001
• VicRoads Accredited
• Concrete bends and T-pieces made to order
For further information and quotes,
please phone our friendly team, visit
our website or call into our yard.
16 Provincial Cres, Shepparton
T 03 5821 3099
E admin@mcpipes.com.au
www.mcpipes.com.au
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Project a boost for
regional businesses
More than 200 contractors and
suppliers from across the region have
helped roll out Murray Irrigation’s
once in a generation $206.3 million
PIIOP Round 2 project.
Director of Deniliquin Irrigation
Contracting, Peter Danckert, has been
working on the project for the last four
years and he says the project has been
great for his company.
“Work has been very consistent and
has allowed me to employ extra people,” he said.
“We have been consistently running
seven to eight crews since signing on to
the project and in that time, we have
installed
roughly
2,000
outlets,
regulators and syphons.”

Mr Danckert said one of the best
things to come from the project was
having consistent work at the
backdoor.
“We have worked all over Australia
in the past, but having the opportunity
to work locally and live at home has
been great.”
Deniliquin Irrigation Contracting is
one of many contractors who have
benefited from the five-year project
which began in May 2013 and which
has filtered millions back into the
region.
Murray Irrigation’s Executive General Manager Major Engineering Projects, Warren Jose, said the company

was focused on putting money back
into the region.
“The project has allowed a number of
local businesses to lock down consistent work, but it has also drawn people
to the area, where they continue to
spend money locally on living
expenses, at the shops and with local
restaurants,” he said.
“Over the life of the project, Murray
Irrigation has primarily focused on
engaging regionally based contractors
which has injected millions back into
the regional economy. As PIIOP Round
2 nears completion, PIIOP Round 3 will
ramp up its focus on upgrading dated
large-scale infrastructure within our
main canals,” Mr Jose said.

■ Director of DIC Peter Danckert (centre) with labourer, Nick Bath (left) and excavator operator, Luke Berry.

MILCast partnering
with modernisation
MILCast has been a significant supplier of PIIOP
Round 2 since the beginning
of construction in 2013.
As a fully-owned and
operated business unit of
Murray Irrigation, MILCast
specialises in the manufacture of precast concrete
products on an industrial as
well as individual farm scale.
Throughout construction,
MILCast
has
supplied
hundreds of precast concrete
products to the project and
created numerous made-toorder products.
This year alone MILCast
has contributed 1,200 tonne
of concrete and approximately 10,000 man hours to
PIIOP Round 2.
Murray Irrigation’s Executive
General
Manager
Major Engineering Projects
Warren Jose was impressed
with the service provided by
MILCast.
“Both the quality of the
products and the service provided by the MILCast team
was excellent, they went out
of their way to make custom
products to meet the diverse
needs of our project,” he
said.
“I was also impressed with
their commitment to meeting
our construction schedule.”
MILCast
has
also
partnered with the PIIOP
Round 3 project and supplied custom made products
which have been used on
major structures along the
Berrigan Canal.
MILCast’s
Business
Manager Josh Bode said the
company’s precast products
are being used throughout
Australia.

“We have partnered with
several Australian based
irrigation companies who
are in the midst of completing modernisation projects,”
he said.
“If they’re good enough
for irrigation companies,
they’re
certainly
good
enough for individual farm
enterprises.”
Mr Bode said the MILCast

team is also looking forward
to introducing a number of
new products to their catalogue.
“We’re currently undertaking a full design review of
our agricultural projects and
we will be releasing some
new designs over the coming
months,” he said.
View the full range of
MILCast
products
at
www.milcast.com.au .

Helping drive
contractor growth
It’s not just local landholders who have benefited from PIIOP Round 2.
Local business has also
been a winner.
For Miller Pipe & Civil,
a local contractor, PIIOP
Round 2 work has assisted
in the further growth of its
core business structure
and allowed it to complete
its long term goal to
achieve Federal Accreditation in Safety (OFSC).
“Several years ago, we
set a benchmark to develop our company to be one
of the leaders in the region
in safety and quality,”
managing director Dean
Miller explains.
“We now believe we
have achieved this by
working in conjunction
with such projects as
PIIOP Round 2 and 3.
“The opportunity has
also allowed us to just
complete the busiest winter period of works in our
company’s history, all
with PIIOP Round 2 and
Murray Irrigation.
“The winter period saw
us
grow
from
25
employees to 36 plus subcontractors, having five
crews working on the
PIIOP Round 2 project
and earthwork crews for
PIIOP Round 3.
“We also constructed 15

culvert
and
syphon
replacements for Murray
Irrigation works, where
our Federal Accreditation
came to fruition, allowing
us to self-manage safety.
“We’d like to congratulate the entire PIIOP team
and Murray Irrigation for
completing this most important project for our
region.”
Miller Pipe & Civil has
been involved in the civil
construction and pipeline
industry for 29 years. In
that time, it has completed
a range of works all over
Australia — from natural
gas transmission pipelines
and facilities installation
in Tasmania to Moomba
gas fields in remote South
Australia, natural gas supply mains and entire town
reticulation.
The team also offers
subdivision construction
from start to finish, all
facets of on-farm works,
including HDPE pipelines,
pipe and riser systems,
channel construction and
recycle systems.
“We look forward to
further developing our relationship with Murray
Irrigation, and once again
a big pat on the back goes
to the entire PIIOP team,”
Mr Miller said.

1800 336 842
www.fencingvictoria.com.au

•
•
•
•
•

Commercial Fencing
Livestock Facilities
Asset Protection
Rural and Agricultural Solutions
Residential Boundary Fencing

When it comes to fencing design, material selection
and construction solutions... Fencing Victoria know
‘what matters and how to make it happen’.
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More modernisation
for region’s future
Murray Irrigation
acknowledges the
funding support of the
Australian Government
for its modernisation
program under PIIOP,
with total funding of
over $284 million
committed.
■ ABOVE: Billabong Channel Offtake upgrade completed August 2017.
While PIIOP Round 2 work upgrading customer outlets
and dated infrastructure in smaller channels was nearing
its final phase, work on PIIOP Round 3 kicked off in May
this year.
PIIOP Round 3 is focused on extending the life of main
structures by at least 25 years and the works will provide a
greater level of control within the main canals.
Murray Irrigation’s Executive General Manager Major

Engineering Projects Warren Jose said six structures were
successfully upgraded along the Berrigan Canal this year,
with more upgrades planned for 2018.
“Major upgrades along the Mulwala Canal next year
include 12 regulators along the main artery as well as three
sites in the Wakool system,” Mr Jose said.
Significant planning has gone into the roll out of PIIOP
Round 3 to ensure there is limited disturbance to customers.

“Over 18 months of planning has gone into the project
which will comprise the installation of more than 150
gates,” he said.
“This project is a huge step in Murray Irrigation’s
modernisation journey. It will complement the PIIOP
Round 2 program and ultimately unlock the full potential of
the region.”
The PIIOP Round 3 upgrades are expected to be rolled out
during winter 2018 and 2019.

NEW RICE FLUME
• Eliminates the use
of board control
• Eliminates bank
wash
• Easily adjust the
water height
• Easy installation

NEW
CATALOGUE
OUT NOW
 

MILCAST ALSO MANUFACTURE
• Bay outlets (aluminum
or rubber ﬂap)
• Headwalls
• Drop boxes

•
•
•
•

Channel checks
Water troughs
Pits and risers
Pipes and pipe ends

   

Call us on (03) 5888 3051 or email
milcast@murrayirrigation.com.au

   

Murray Hut Drive, Finley
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Works become business as usual
As Murray Irrigation rolls out its
whole-of-system modernisation
program, its workforce and
structure is also transitioning to
take advantage of the new
technology and improve its
services. The teams involved in
the PIIOP Round 2 project
handover are:
Major Projects
The Major Projects team includes project
management, engineering, design,
construction, communication, customer
consultation, commissioning and safety.
They are responsible for managing the
capital expenditure program across
Murray Irrigation, including all aspects of
the investment through the Private
Irrigation Infrastructure Operators
Program.

Water Delivery
The Water Delivery team comprises four
departments: Operations, Business
Planning, Customer Support and Account
Management collectively responsible for
water delivery to landholdings and
supplying the townships of Berrigan,
Finley, Wakool and Bunnaloo. The team
is also responsible for all customer facing
activities including reception, account
management, customer consultation, and
the on-farm irrigation efficiency projects,
as well as order scheduling, account
administration and temporary water
transfer and trade. The operational
responsibilities include the operation of
company drainage infrastructure, and the
reactive and preventative maintenance
programs for outlets and regulators.

Michael Renehan

Warren Jose

Scott Barlow

Chief Executive Officer

Executive General Manager
Major Engineering Projects

Executive General Manager
Water Delivery

Warren started with Murray Irrigation
in April 2015. He brings diverse
industry experience in the delivery of
infrastructure projects and experience
working within an organisation on
project delivery.
Warren has tertiary and post graduate
qualifications in engineering. Most
recently, he held the role of General
Manager Infrastructure Delivery at
Central Highlands Water (CHW) in
Ballarat.

Scott commenced at Murray Irrigation
in April 1996. He holds significant and
diverse experience within the bulk
irrigation industry. With a background
in both irrigated and mixed dryland
farming, and experience in the forestry
and agricultural sectors prior to
commencing with Murray Irrigation, he
has played a large role in the water
efficiency and operational development
of the Murray Irrigation gravity supply
network. Scott has an Associate
Diploma in Applied Science.

Appointed in June 2015, Michael
Renehan brings more than 15 years’
experience in CEO and general
management roles with a background
in engineering and manufacturing.
He holds a Master of Business
Administration from Deakin
University, a Masters in Chemical
Engineering from RMIT and he is a
member of the Australian Institute of
Company Directors.

Proud technology supplier to
Murray Irrigation’s PIIOP project

www.rubiconwater.com

...Where it all began
The
The early
early 1900s
1900s saw
saw southern
southern NSW
NSW in
in the
the grip
grip of
of drought.
drought. Locals
Locals were
were calling
calling for
for the
the development
development of
of
irrigation
irrigation throughout
throughout the
the region
region and
and in
in April
April 1933
1933 Premier
Premier Bertram
Bertram Stevens
Stevens turned
turned the
the first
first sod
sod in
in the
the
construction
construction of
of the
the Mulwala
Mulwala Canal.
Canal. This
This symbolic
symbolic act
act set
set off
off the
the construction
construction of
of what
what would
would become
become ––
at
at 154
154 km
km in
in length
length -- the
the largest
largest irrigation
irrigation channel
channel in
in the
the Southern
Southern Hemisphere.
Hemisphere. The
The development
development of
of
the
the irrigation
irrigation network
network continued
continued until
until the
the last
last channels
channels were
were completed
completed in
in 1964.
1964. This
This allowed
allowed water
water to
to
be
be supplied
supplied to
to property
property boundaries
boundaries and
and landholders
landholders were
were responsible
responsible for
for the
the development
development of
of their
their farm
farm
channels
channels and
and layout.
layout. Early
Early irrigation
irrigation was
was often
often basic
basic and
and labour
labour intensive,
intensive, but
but over
over time
time things
things slowly
slowly
changed
changed and
and now
now landholders
landholders have
have access
access to
to aa fully
fully remote-controlled
remote-controlled billion
billion dollar
dollar irrigation
irrigation network
network
that
that will
will provide
provide aa seamless
seamless transition
transition to
to the
the next
next generation
generation of
of on-farm
on-farm digital
digital technology.
technology.

